‘Bring about technology in education process’

Evaluation should be on assessing the
knowledge acquired by the students

Staff Reporter

COIMBATORE: Technology in-
tervention in the teaching -
learning process in educa-
tional institutions will help

| improve the quality of educa-
tion, 8. Subramanyan, former
Vice-Chancellor of Bharath-
iar University, said here on
Friday.

Inaugurating the regional
summit on quality in educa-
tion, organised by the Con-
federation of Indian Industry
(CII), he said that one should
ponder over issues such as
ailments of the higher educa-
tion system in the country,
awareness of these ailments
and what could be done to set
them right.

The education process was
analogous to an industry that
manufactured a product from
raw material.

A student was processed
and shaped into a graduate
through the teaching metho-
dologies and infrastructure.

Only seven per cent of those
in the age group of studyingin
universities had access to
higher education in the coun-
try as against nearly 80 per
cent in countries such as the
U.s:

Government policies, insti-
tutions, schools, teachers, in-
frastructure and student
participation were all impor-
tant factors for quality educa-
tion,

Industries were adopting
new knowledge and new
technology to be competitive
and educational institutions
should not remain static. The
student should be creative,
innovative and motivated and
the training should start from
school,

Technology intervention in
the teaching and learning
process should improve.

“We should think of the al-
ternative methods such as
use of software,” he said.
Through technology, global
teaching resources available

KNOWLEDGE TALK: S. Subramanyan, former Vice-
Chancellor of Bharathiar University, delivering the
inaugural address at the Regional Summit on
Quality in Education organised by the
Confederation of Indian Industry in the city on
Friday. = PHOTO: M. PERIASAMY

could be tapped. Evaluation
should be on assessing the
knowledge acquired by the
students. “If we can bring
about a change in the teach-
ing-learning process and in-
culcate in students the ability
to learn to learn, quality of

education can be improved,”
he said.

G. Bakthavathsalam, chair-
man of K.G. Hospital, said it
was important to be educated
rather than just graduate,
Quality education had the
power to transform societies

in a single generation and the
aim of education should be to
use the knowledge acquired
for the right purpose.

R. Nandagopal, convenor of
the education panel of the
CII, Coimbatore Zone, said
that the country had different
kinds of educational institu-
tions. Though most of them
had adequate infrastructure,
faculty resources was a mat-
ter of concern. The institu-
tion should take care of
quality of teaching and facul-
ty.

It should have a vision and
not offer courses just to meet
the market demand.

K. Thangaraj, chairman of
the Coimbatore chapter of
the CII, said that the confed-
eration offered training and
consultancy on “total quality
management in education” to
various educational institu-
tions to create awareness on
“excellence in education”
comparable to global stan-
dards, help institutions apply
total quality management
principles and to recognise
institutions making progress
towards excellence.
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‘Towards, Excellence - Higher
Education in India jit51

" India has the largest number of high-

et education institutions in the world,
with 348 universities and 17,625
colleges.” |
At 105 million, the number of stu-
| don*!emblled is the third largest glob-
. ally, However, the Gross Enrolment

| Ratio s low as compared to other coun-
' tries. including developing countries,

| |

 Critical gaps exist in the capacity and

' management systems of the higher edu-
:' . ". structure, i T e (R 7

d young population
ible

equity and promote inclusive growth,

11 emerging role in the global econo-
_niy,-'ns‘-vgfqll'ns:i_g;q declining age depen-" -
dency  ratio in an’ environment ‘of

dwindling workforce in developed
countries, afford it a key role in in-
ternational industry and seryices sec-
{ors, India also has the capacity to
transform into & global ‘education ser-
vicesprovider. '
"“'These objectives would require a
_huge increase in the expenditure on
higher education, both by the govern-
ment and the private sector. A climate
must be built for attracting investment
in education from private domestic and
overseas sources. Regulatory author-
iti;_dnudtobesetin'placc.Additional-
1y, mechanisms for quality of service
pi-pvikicii_:,"accwditatiqn,cuniculumre-
vision, and others need to established.
\ “The Confederation of Indian Indus-
] try (CIT) and the Indian Council for
| Research in International Economic
| Relations (ICRIER) have collaborated
| on preparing a paper outlining recom-
endations to revitalize the higher edu-
| cation sector in India with greater
.| participation of the private sector ina
| more liberal and encouraging invest-
mentclimate. \

“The paper is based on an earlier
‘Working Paper by Pawan Agarwal en-
titled *Higher Education in India: The
Need for a Change' of May 2006.

~ Key recommendations of the

per are: :

1) Private sector entry must be
facilitated.

2) A uniform ratings and accredita-
tion system is needed. j

3) Institutions: should haye autono-
my in administration and curriculum

design

uires access to affordable and cred:
higher education in order to raise

Sona College
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4) Foreign Direct Investment in
higher education must be liberalized.
5) The country must become a global
education service provider.
6) Fee structure must be rationalized
on the basis of user charges.
7) A vibrant credit market for financ-
ing = higher education ~must be
- developed.
) World class institutes must be de-
. yeloped through greater public
investment.
~ . 9) Admissions should be through na-
tional level entrance exams,
10) Faculty conditions must be
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upgraded.

CII Entreprencurship Development
Programme

Coimbatore is known as the hub for
self made entrepreneurs. The region
has produced a number of pioneers,
They have shown a remarkable ability

‘to survive the ups and downs of busi-

ness by adapting and innovating. The
result is that the industry is a big suc-
cess at the international level.
However, of late, it is felt that the
entrepreneurial skills in the younger
generation have reduced comparative-

ly. The number of entrepreneurs is far
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lower and disproportionate when com-
pared to the quantity of graduates. One
of the reason could be that the student
has umpteen number of employment
opportunities especially in the new
economy sectors like IT, Financial Ser-
vices and Retail. But we feel it's impor-
tant to produce more entrepreneurs who
can offer employment and also create
wealth, which will help in making our
economy independent and more
sustainable.

With this background, CII Coimba-
tore Zone, under its Industry Institute
Interaction programme, took an initia-
tive in working towards developing en- '
trepreneurial skills among the students. .
The three stages Entrepreneurial Dex
velopment Programme concluded with
a Business Plan Contest. Ten colleges
qualified for the third stage and top
three projects are being given cash
award.

The programme was supported by
SIDBI, SBI and Suguna Poultry Farm '
and PSG Step was the Knowlcdge/

|

Partner..
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